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Epilepsy Research in Asia

Thailand 102

Japan 4277

Korea 562

Lao 12 (France)
Malaysia 68

Singapore 136
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Published in PubMed 102
J Med Assoc Thair 53
Other international journal 49
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Field of Epilepsy Research
Epidemiology
Clinical syndrome
Basic science
Clinical trial
Drug development
Knowledge , attitude , practice (KAP)
EEG
Specific problem : CNS infecti




lonianisnidveludszinadlng
1.
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Epidemiology
Etiology of epilepsy

3.

Specific problems : adog10

-Non-ketotic hyperglycemic induced seizure
-CNS 1nfection
-HIV and epilepsy
-Drug allergy
Knowledge , attitude, practice, and perception
Treatment in limited resources

= R

Multi-centre clinical trials

Individual interest
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Research Topics

Epidemiology of epilepsy in Thailand

Newly diagnosed epilepsy: etiology and outcome
Predictive factors of SE outcome

Rationale of AEDs used

QOL of people with epilepsy(PWE)

KAP of people regarding epilepsy

SJS and TEN induced by AEDs: genetic study and cost-
effective or not

Pregnancy in PWE registration: clinical practice and o

Epilepsy service in Thailand: patient view
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Seizure Attacks While Driving: Quality of
Life in Persons with Epilepsy

Somsak Tiamkao, Kittisak Sawanvawisuth, Somchai Towanabut, Pongsak

Visudhipun, Thai QOL Epilepsy investigators

ABSTRACT: Objective: To study the effect on quality of Tife (QOL) of a seizure attack whik: driving in persons with epilepsy (PWE).
Methods: From four provincial and eight university hospitals i Thatland, we enrolled epileptic patients who drove a car or motorcycle
or used to drive. The SF-36 questionnaire was used to evaluate QOL. The mean SF-36 score for all dimensions was caleulated and
compared with patients who cither had or did not have a seizure attack while dnving and in those who either had or had not been
involved m a traffic accident while dnving. Results: We had 245 adult PWE who drove a car or motoreycle or used to drive. Of these,
69 cases (28%) had a seizure attack whilst dnving. Over half (36/69; 57%) had had serzure-related aecidents, most of which were mild
but about 20% needed hospitalization. PWE having u sewzure attack while driving had a significantly lower QOL n four of the eight
categories compared with patients who had not. PWE who had a seizure-related ceident had a significantly lower mean value in the
vitality category than those who did not. Conclusions: Seizure attacks whike driving dimimshed QOL in PWE even though they only
suffered minor injuries. Driving as a QOL issue should be discussed with patients. A good public transportation system would case the
need Lo dnve.
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Basic knowledge of epilepsy among medical students.

Tiamkao S, Tiamkao S, Auevitchavapat N, Arunpongpaisal 5, Chaivakum A,
Jitpimolmard S, Phuttharak W, Phunikhom K, Saengsuwan M J, Vannaprasaht S,

Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicing, Khan Kasn University, Khon Kaen 40002, Thailand.
somtia@kku.ac.th

BACKGROUND: The medical students” knowledge about basic medical neuroscience in the
preclinical level may be fragmented and incomplete, OBIECTIVE: Evaluate the knowledge
of students prior to a lecture on epilepsy in clinical level. MATERIAL AND METHOD: One
hundred ten fourth-year medical students knowledge was accessed by a s=lf-
administered guestionnaire. RESULTS: The presented results revealed that 21.8% of
respondents knew that epilepsy arose from a transient dysfunction in the brain.
Generalized tonic-clanic seizures (GTCs) were the most comman type (91.5%) they knew
and absence seizures were the least common type (33.6%) they knew. All of them knew
that eating pork and punishment of gods did not cause epilepsy, However 30% thought
that genetics was a cause and 80.3% did not know that stroke and sleep deprivation
(92.7%) cause epilepsy. About treatment and prognosis, only 28.2% of respondents
thought epilepsy can be cured and patients should take antiepileptic drugs (AEDs) far
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seizure free 2-5 years (48.2%), life long (33.6%:). They knew that the patients should be students.
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Seizure presenting to the emergency department, Srinagarind Hospital.

Tiamkao S, Sawanyawisuth K, Paowana W, Saengsuwan J, Arunpongpaisal S,
Chaiyakum A, Phuttharak W, Aaauevitchayapat N, Vannaprasaht S, Tiamkao S,
Phunikhom K, Jitpimolmard S.

Department of Medicine, Srinagarind Hospital, Faculty of Medicine, Khon Kaen University, Thailand.
somtia@kku.ac.th

The authors would like to evaluate the incidence, clinical manifestation, the
appropriateness of treatment, and outcome of seizure at the emergency department (ED).
All charts of patients who visited the ED of Srinagarind Hospital from 1 January 2003 to 31
December 2003 were reviewed. The profiles of patients and management at the ED were
recorded. There were 33,508 cases who visited the ED with 104 cases (0.31%) presenting
with seizure. Four cases (2.9%) were diagnosed as status epilepticus. Generalized tonic-
clonic seizure was the most common type. Poor antiepileptic drug (AED) compliance with
the low AED level was the main precipitating factor. The normal physical examination and
routine laboratory tests were normal in the majority of patients. Phenytoin intravenous
loading was the commonest initial treatment even in patients with non-status epilepticus.
Fourteen patients (13.5%) were treated with intravenous diazepam even though seizures
were discontinued. Sixty patients (537.7%) were discharged after seizure was controlled.
The advice in seizure control was recorded in only 11 cases (10.6%). From this review, 12
patients presented at the ED for continuing medication without any seizures. In
conclusion, seizure at the ED should be treated more appropriately with both labaoratory
investigation and drug treatment. Futhermore, patient education should be implemented.
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¢ Clinical policy: Critical issues in the evaluation and
management of adult patients presen [4nn Emerg Med
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Patient Drug Information

» Diazepam (Diazepam Intensol®, Valium® ) Diazepam
used to relieve anxiety, muscle spasms, and seizures 3
contral agitation caused by alcohol withdrawal.

» Phenytain (Dilantin®, Dilantin® Infatabs® , Dilanting
Kapseals®@, ...} Phenytoin is used to control certain typ
seizures, and to treat and prevent seizures that may beg
during or after surgery ta the brain or nervous system.
Fhenytoin is in a class of medications called anticanvul
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